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Review

Unexplored territories

Made to measure

T he Wandering Falcon is set in times when Afghanistan was not synonymous with 
the Taliban. The book takes us to the land where the borders of Iran, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan meet and gives us a glimpse into the lives of various tribes inhabiting, 

migrating and wandering through the countries. 

This debut novel by 78-year-old Jamil Ahmad is engaging and unpredictable. A former 
civil servant who served in the Frontier Province and Balochistan, Ahmad portrays a 
crumbling tribal culture with much objectivity and insight. It is a world known well to him 
and his writing reflects it. 

The protagonist Tor Baz, is born to an eloped couple. The couple meets a ritual honour 
death, and Toz Baz grows up under the care of several diverse people, never staying 
at one place for too long. Throughout, he refuses to identify himself as a Mahsud or a 
Wazir. He wanders from place to place, tribe to tribe and occupation to occupation, fitting 
in like a chameleon. In this manner, this 180-page compact book manages to contain 
several sub-plots. And, in each sub plot, Tor Baz blends in with shifting narrative and with 
surprising ease.  

Ahmad familiarises us with the customs, unspoken rules and regulations, values and way 
of life of tribes without going into too many details. Through actions, we witness the 
boisterous humour of Pawindah women, Pashtun wali – the traditional code of Pashtuns – 
and the arrogance of the Afridi. 

In the chapter The Death of Camels, Ahmad touches upon the attempt by British 

T here are trends and then there is 
couture. While too many apparel 
houses today like to call themselves 

couturiers and the term is easily, and 
often inappropriately, labelled on anybody 
making clothes, haute couture goes 
much-beyond prêt wear and ready-to-
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colonialists to put an end to the migrating 
nature of Pawindahs and to define clear 
physical borders between countries. Ahmad 
tells it like a third person observer. It 
reminds one of the classic novel, Things Fall 
Apart by Chinua Achebe, as Ahmad blames 
neither the clan, nor the colonialists. 

wear garments that flood our markets. 
To fashion designers and connoisseurs of 
style, haute couture is the highest luxury a 
fashionista can avail of. It is also an art – of 
moulding fabrics into incredible garments. 
These are the sentiments Deborah Bee 
puts forth in her new coffee table book, 
Couture in the 21st Century.

The 160-page book tries to cover the 
evolution of all major couture houses of 
this century, while also getting prominent 
fashion designers to speak extensively 
and artfully about what couture means to 
them. From legends like Giorgio Armani 
and Christian Lacroix, to new creative 
directors of established couture houses 
such as House of Worth and Vionnet and 
fresh talents like Thakoon and Jason Wu, 
the best names in global fashion today 
speak about the importance of couture and 
how they adapt it to their own work. 

The essays have an artful quality to 
them, as these designers try and explain 
why couture and fashion, which is 
often brushed off as unimportant, are 
so significant to them. Bee makes an 
attempt to bring forth the more profound 
side of fashion when it ceases to be 
mere garments and become a part of 
the wearer’s personality. There’s also a 
well-made attempt to show that designing 
garments is an art form that requires 
imagination, creativity and  
exquisite craftsmanship.    

Photographs of models on the runway, 
old photographs, illustrations and fashion 
spreads accompany every essay. Matching 
them in brilliance are the stark portraits 
of the designers, taken by Rankin. The 
images alone make it a worthwhile book to 
display in your living room. 

— Manali Shah

 — Sohini Dey


